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Your keeping 
in touch 
helps BCA 
keep in touch 
with remote 
families and friends 
right across 
Australia. 

TWo new series of 
5 cards with envelopes 

are now available. 
FLOWERS A FRUIT 
This series shows a variety 
of' wild/lowers from across 
Australia, highlighted by 
a panelled design treatment. 

LANDSCAPES 
From a range of locations across 

the outback, these photographs 
depict the diversity of some 

of the areas where BCA 
supports ministries. 

Each picture is framed with a border 
and has a printed deckle edge. 

All photographs were selected from 
those sent in by BCA supporters and 
staff from our "Call for Photographs 

of the Outback'. 

GET IN TOUCH TODAY AND HELP BCA GET IN TOUCH! 
Use the form on the back flap of this magazine to ORDER from your BCA Regional Office. 

FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPHS 
From top to bottom: 
Freight train at Cook at sunset. 
Rainbow over Cook 
the day the hospital closed. 
Floods in Katherine. 
River Red gums on the banks 
of the Darling River. 

T H A N K YOU 
BCA sincerely thanks all those who sent in pho-

tographs for our new card series. Selection was 
very difficult as so many were excellent, and we 
are limited in the number we can produce at one 
time. Although we will be returning all the 
photographs, we will keep a record of suitable 
pictures for a future series and our calendar. 

SO THEY'VE CLOSED COOK! 
If you are crook there 

will be no point in coming to Cook! After 
many years of faithful service to God and 
the people of the Trans line, Bishop Kirkby 
Memorial Hospital has shut up shop, 
bringing to a close a wonderful era of 
service and dedication. My first ex-
perience with the Cook hospital was as a 
small child in 1946 when living at Cook. 
Dad was a fettler, working on the railway 
It was the day the doctor would come 
from Ceduna and we had rushed up to 
watch the plane land. While it was being 

pushed into the hangar, without warning 
a gust of wind caught the door and it 
slammed shut on my leg. I can recall 
being carried into the hospital where my 
ankle was bound and I was given a lolly to 
help ease the pain. 

I can also recall Sunday School and 
being given little cards with verses on 
them. After a short while at Cook we were 
transferred further down the line to 
Zanthus. Away from Cook but not BCA. I 
can recall Sister Thomas from the 
Rawlinna nursing post, poking very large 
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square purple pills down my neck when 
she was passing through on a train and 
I was suffering from a bout of tonsillitis. 

The next 15 years were BCA free! I 
joined Commonwealth Railways and 
most importantly became a Christian. 
Eventually I had passed my exams and 
was old enough to go out on the loco's on 
the train to Cook. My older brother Dave 
had also become a Christian and he and 
his wife Margaret had been transferred to 
Cook where he was Stationmaster. 
Naturally enough, Christians in small 
places gravitate together for strength and 
fellowship and through my brother and 
his wife I became friends with the nurses 
at the time-Maude Ross and Lola Higgs. 

When my brother was transferred to 
Kalgoorlie, I continued to call at the hos-
pital in my time between trains, to assist 
with a variety of odd jobs, and most 
importantly pick up a shopping list of 
things to buy in Kalgoorlie and bring out 
on my next trip. Over the years a great 
variety of things were carried in my case, 
from car parts to knitting wool. 

Over the next 10 years I was privileged 

to share with a variety of nurses. I 
watched them share in the joy of a new 
birth and the sorrow of a death in the hos-
pital. I saw their continued witness for 
their Lord in a small town which was gen-
erally opposed to anything to do with 
God. Every Sunday was a service and 
sometimes I was privileged to be present. 
My wife Jan and I were able to offer some 
hospitality at our house in Kalgoorlie 
when they needed a break. I saw them 
struggle with the difficulty of living in such 
close quarters, hardly ever able to escape 
each others company. I saw them seek 
their Lord's counsel when difficulties and 
crises arose. They were the patients' 
carer, cook and cleaner. Their door was 
never closed and they were never off duty. 
Whenever anyone was injured within 
many miles of Cook it was the nurses that 
were thought of first. Either the casualty 
would be transported to Cook or one of 
the nurses would travel down on the 
train, or in some cases motor section car, 
and escort them to which ever point they 

Anneliese packs the mailbox... 

had to go for medical attention. Many 
times on the Transcontinental or Indian 
Pacific the word would be sent ahead "will 
the sister please meet the train" and this 
could mean anything, from having to give 
an injection, to attending a heart attack, 
or a woman in labour, so over the years 
the nurses and BKMH served the people 
and their Lord. 

Now there are no people! Who would 
have thought that the coming of the con-
crete sleeper would eliminate main-
tenance and virtually empty all the sidings 
and camps along the railway. So nurses of 
BCA and BKMH, I salute you. I feel privi-
leged to have known so many of you, to 
have shared with you and perhaps helped 
ease some of your isolation by doing little 
things like buying your panty hose! God 
bless you all wherever you are. 

RON REID -.-

Thankyou to those who identified 
the nurse pictured in the February issue 
of the R A. It was Sister Todd. The picture 
above shows Rev N Haviland in white 
coat on the right hand side. Can anyone 
identify the clergyman on the left side 
please? It is in the Ceduna area about 
1925. We also would like a volunteer 
typist or computer operator in Sydney 
to copy about four exercise books of 
diaries and later to do some general 
sorting work in the archives for a couple 
of weeks, part time. Anyone able to help 
please notify the Sydney office. 

REMEMBER COOK 

Anneliese takes the last temperature at the BKMH. 

- ^ ; i «^^ Order Form inside 
back cover of this magazine 

The last group to leave Cook. 



Doxology for cook 
S. J Kirkby and Tom Jones both sought 

to establish medical ministries in South 
Australia to provide basic Christian care 
for isolated people. It is reported that the 
railway leadership could not see the need 
for a hospital at Cook until Tom Jones 
pressed the management with; "Well 
who's going to helpj/ou when you are in 
need of urgent medical attention next 
time your out at Cook"? 

Permission to build the hospital was 
granted and it was opened in September 
1937 to serve the people of the Transline 
and those who lived and passed through 
Cook. It was with praise to God and the 
singing of the Doxology that the ministry 
commenced. 

Sixty years later, with the restructuring 
of the railway network and the applica-
tion of modern engineering practice, the 
new owners of the railway decided that all 
the staff and families who lived and 
worked out of Cook would be relocated 
The Cook part of the operation was to be 
maintained on a "fly in, fly out" basis. By 
mid March of this year all of the families 

On the road from Cook. 

had been relocated and the facilities not 
needed were being prepared for disman-
tling. The need for the hospital and 
nurses had concluded. 

In the Thanksgiving Service at Cook, 
the day the last family left, Rev Brian 
Roberts, BCA National Secretary, led a 
time of prayer and fellowship and decom-
missioned the hospital. Tokens represent-
ing all who were connected with the 
Bishop Kirkby Memorial Hospital were 
placed on the Holy Table. The small group 
of interested people who had come espe-
cially to Cook for the closing service then 
moved to the medical clinic room. Here 
Sister Anneliese Cusack turned out the 
large theatre light for the last time, and 
the assembly sang the doxology as a 
fitting conclusion 

At the time of writing, the buildings are 
still awaiting a new owner. The medical 
equipment has mostly continued in the 
service of South Australians at Yalata and 
Lake Dey Dey. Much of the household 
effects have been relocated to our hostels 
at Forbes and Broken Hill. The memora-
bilia and historical items are in safe 
keeping in the Society's archives. 

Anneliese has a position with R.F.D.S. 
in Port Augusta and will have a continu-
ing contact with many from Cook. 

The Society is seeking ways of keeping 
the memorial to Sydney James Kirkby 
active through a fund to assist isolated 
and remote people to receive ministry and 
medical care. 
BRIAN ROBERTS—National Secretary 

Salt pans in a dry and rugged landscape 
are evidences of an environment in stress. 
So too in rural and remote towns there are 
signs of community stress. This stress 
shows itself in increasing health problems, 
suicide rates, financial debt and relationship 
breakdown to name a few. 

But at the heart of regional Australia's 
stress is the loss of community well-being. 
The social fabric that has enabled rural 
and remote Australians to band together 
in the past is not as robust in the 90's. 
When banks close, companies downsize 
their workforce and governments relocate 
services to larger centres, there is not 
only the loss of services but of community 
leadership, local volunteer networks 
and social harmony. Through sustained 
change, this "social capital" is being 
depleted and leaves medium to small size 
towns in grief and under-resourced. 

The consequences are a spiritual 
and social malaise, a loss of hope and 
an inability to adequately support people 
in the grief of their community. The rural 
and remote church is caught up in this 
tidal change across regional Australia. 

The departure of people who have both 
leadership skills and a commitment to 
rural and remote lifestyle has paralleled 
declining church incomes and the inability 
to support paid clergy. The rise in parish 
amalgamations and the search for alterna-
tive ministry models such as lay presidency 
and locally ordained clergy are some of 
the responses to these changes. 

Now more than ever, rural and remote 
people need gospel ministries that not 
only bring hope but a sustainable witness 
of faith—turning salt pans into saltshakers 
of hope. 

As you can see in this Winter edition of 
the Real Australian, BCA workers are at 
the leading edge in bringing a life changing 
message and in resourcing local Christian 
communities for mission. For its approach-
ing 80th Year, BCA has recently launched 
the theme of "Hope on the Horizon" to 
express its ministry to so many outback 
Australians. It is not a simple catchphrase 
but a commitment to bringing sustained 
Christ-like ministry to the hundreds of 
stressed communities around Australia. 

As BCA looks to its 80th year in 1999, 
it has a budget shortfall of $400,000. Such 
a deficit is not sustainable. As just one way 
BCA is reducing costs, this edition comes 
in a smaller size. 

However, if every Real Australian reader 
gave $80 per year, BCA would not only 
reach its financial target of$1.9m in 1998 
to meet its current ministry commitments 
but also realise 4 new ministries. 

That is just $1.60 a week, to bring a 
message of Christ through more than 
30 ministries, turning salt pans into salt-
shakers of hope. Please use the response 
mechanism at the back of this magazine. 

GREG THOMPSON—Editor 
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What do Fire Engines, Ambulances 
and Craft Groups have in common ? 

Answer: Each are used by God as a 
means of reaching people. In many of our 
cities, we have churches that are located 
in growing communities. But, Australia 
wide that is not always the case. 

In many areas of Australia, remote 
urban centres are in decline. Banks clos-
ing, Government Agencies being relocated. 
This leads to us asking how God can 
reach people in those declining towns. 
The thrust of ministry there has to be very 
outward looking. 

Leinster is a well established, remote 
town operated by Western Mining in the 
North East Goldfields of Western 
Australia. Here numbers in town are 
declining as the growth of "fly in / fly out" 
for staff increases. Many of the mine staff 
leave families behind in places like Perth, 
while they spend up to 10 days at a time 
working in the isolated mine environ-
ment. As a result a number of shops in 
town are vacant and numbers at the local 
school are falling. 

Les and Jenny Gaulton have a very 
Below: Craft activities-a place to share and talk. 

At right: Les is often behind the wheel of both 
Fire Rescue and Ambulance Service vehicles. 

effective ministry to the people of 
Leinster, Leonora, Laverton and sur-
rounds. Through their involvement in the 
Fire Rescue and the Ambulance Service, 
they are able to get alongside many peo-
ple who form the core group of the town, 
but who would not normally attend 
Sunday Services. Les is often seen behind 
the wheel of both vehicles (but not at 
the same time!). This is Christian ministry, 
being available to people in a very 
practical way. 

Jenny is able to use her talents in craft 
activities to really help many of the 
women in town. The church provides a 
place to come and talk while producing 
something that is very special. A craft 
item is taken home, and burdens and joys 
are often shared in the process. 

Your ongoing support of BCA helps this 
sort of ministry in many places in this 
great country. Many places where field 
staff, like Les and Jenny, get alongside 
people in a very practical way that allows 
the Lord to open doors to share the mes-
sage of the gospel in a special way. 

The next time you see a Fire 
Engine or Ambulance, or pass by 
a Craft Shop, stop and pray for 
people like Les and Jenny, as they 
minister in small remote urban 
areas like Leinster. The opportu-
nities that they provide are really 
important. The consequences 
that result are eternal. 

RIC BOLLEN—NSW Assistant Secretary 

Forak rfMt ' 
This NEW 25 minute video introduces the BCA 
supported indigenous ministries in Dubbo and 

Cairns, and their Christian leaders as they 
share the gospel among their own people. 

Use the video as a catalyst to explore the 
way forward for individual and church 
involvement with indigenous ministries. 

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY FROM YOUR REGIONAL OFFICE. 
Order form on the back cover of this magazine. 

To ORDER use the form 
on the back flap of this magazine 

(from BCA NSW office only). 

E V O C A T I V E 
CD OR CASSETTE 

wrmrnim 
Rev Gary Shearston, former international 
folk singer, evokes images of Australia 
ranging from convict Tasmania, east-
coast summer beach culture to gold and 
opal prospecting. Songs that speak 
of our Aussie 
character and 
cause you to 
stop, reflect 
and meditate. 



"Community Futures" Making Reconciliation a Reality 

From left: Bishop Brian and Mrs Robin Farran, 
Greg Thompson and Trevor Burt in Kalgoorlie. 

At the invitation of Bishop Brian Farran 
in February, the NSW Secretary Rev 

Greg Thompson, provided remote and 
rural church leaders in WA with work-
shops on reaching out to their local com-
munities. 

Some 70 people from many parishes 
gathered in Wongan Hills and Kalgoorlie 
to focus on the strategic connections 
their congregations have with their 
community environment. 

"Unless churches are prepared to take 
risks and invest ministry in their local area 
there will be no future for the church" he 
said. "This means that local church lead-
ers not only need a vision for their 
congregation but also for their community. 
Church leaders need to be community 
builders who help their people be salt and 
light within their communities." This was 
reinforced by one participant who is now 
a church leader because of the BCA min-
istry he received in a mining town in the 
north west some years ago. 

Participants shared of their learning 
and challenges on the day; "You can't sit 
still and hope things will happen. You 
must think laterally, open opportunities, 
think about your strengths and weak-
nesses". And another; "What I valued 

most was the feeling that you can make a 
difference if you try." Also; "We must take 
risks and empower people rather than 
'parent' them. The church must reach out 
into the community." 

While at Kalgoorlie, Greg Thompson 
was privileged to see a new parish 
inaugurated in the area of O'Connor. 
Archdeacon Trevor Burt who will seek to 
plant a new congregation from his home 
has a vision to reach the many new fami-
lies in growth areas of Kalgoorlie as well 
as the town of Kambalda, a former BCA 
ministry centre. He took the opportunity 
to explore ways of outreach with Greg 
and how best to connect with non 
churched people. 

A week later, Greg spoke in Port 
Hedland at a Pilbara Archdeaconry meet-
ing on some of the material shared at 
the Country/Goldfields conferences. In 
Narrandera in April, the Riverina Clergy 
Conference also participated in work-
shops focussing on community engage-
ment and the impact of gospel ministry 
in a stressed environment. 

"Community Futures" is material drawn 
from Greg's work on the NSW Regional 
Communities Consultative Council and 
the consultations he has done in strug-
gling towns along with his mission 
experiences in the Northern Territory over 
10 years. He says "This mission model 
emphasises the importance of taking the 
context seriously, thinking strategically, 
and working and praying to see the 
kingdom of God break into the community 
in which the church is called to serve." 

Rev Greg Thompson, 
Rev Brian Roberts 

and Rev Gloria Shipp. 

said Rev Brian Roberts, the 
National Secretary. He and Rev Gloria 
Shipp launched the BCA Appeal "To grow 
Together in Hope" at St John's Parramatta 
in May. 

This year BCA needs over $100,000 to 
provide direct help among indigenous 
people throughout Australia. "This is 
on top of the ongoing ministries that 
many BCA field staff have in remote and 
rural parishes. We need your prayerful 
support to sustain these gospel initia-
tives," said Brian. 

Taking up the theme of reconciliation, 
Rev Greg Thompson delivered the Mission 
Australia Address, by the Rev Dr John 
Harris, for 1998, "Reconciliation with 
God and each other-Ministry with 
Aboriginal people." It was a stirring 
address developed further by Aboriginal 
Christian leaders who responded with 
their own perspectives. 

The evening was one of prayer, encour-
agement and a sharing of a deep desire to 
see people reconciled in Christ. 

Above: Pastor Ray Minniecon and Rev Gloria 
Shipp listen to Pastor Ray Welsh of the Redfern 
ministry as he shares his perspective. 

John Mclntyre from 
Redfern parish pauses at 
the lectern during questions. 

Below: A smiling Pastor 
Ray Minniecon with 
Bishop Brian King. 



PRAY FOR OUR STAFF O U R M I S S I O N F I E L D 
DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY 
Bishop Richard Appleby 

1 Tennant Creek-Rev Tom & Mrs Carol Williams 
DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA 
Bishop Tony Nichols 

2 Kununurra-Rev Dennis Quinn 
(locum until August) 

3 Broome-Rev David 
& Mrs Cheryl O'Mara (Ministry Training) 

4 Newman-Rev Bob & Mrs Jan McKay 
5 Hedland-Rev Ian & Mrs Margaret Forsyth 

Rev Malcolm 
& Mrs Leanne Reid (Ministry Training) 

6 Karratha/Dampier-Rev Philip & Mrs Kathy Knife 
7 Wickham-Archdeacon Bill & Mrs Jocelyn Ross 
8 Paraburdoo/Tom Price-Rev Neil 

& Mrs Anthea Walthew 
9 Mt Magnet (Murchison)-ministered to 

by Geraldton clergy 
10 Leinster (NE Goldfields)-Rev Les 

& Mrs Jenny Gaulton 
11 Geraldton (Bluff Point)-(Ministry Training; 

Rev Neil & Mrs Carmen Ellis 

THE BCA PRAYER 
0 Lord our God, help us to remember 

those who live in the remote parts of our 
land. We ask you to strengthen and 
encourage all whose ministries are sup-
ported by the Bush Church Aid Society. 
Refresh them in times of discouragement 
and loneliness and call others to stand 
with them in the task of making Christ 
known. Grant that, through the ministry 
of the Word and Sacraments, through 
medical work, through service and by 
caring for the young, the message of your 
redeeming love may be proclaimed and 
accepted by the people throughout our 
land. We ask these things through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever 

Amen. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA 
Bishop David McCall 
12 Coober Pedy-vacant 
13 Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission-

Rev Ian & Mrs Glenda McGrath 
14 Leigh Creek-Rev Ted & Mrs Morwen Watkins 
15 Ceduna-Rev Tom & Mrs Michelle Beever 

If you'd like more details for prayer, 
send for our free quarterly prayer notes. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA 
Bishop Bruce Clark 
16 Broken Hill BCA House-Mr Ian 

& Mrs Carol Blow 
17 Wilcannia/ Menindee-Mr Brian 

& Mrs Beverley Bell 
18 Wentworth-Rev Don and Mrs Helen Wilson 

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA 
Bishop Phillip Newell 
19 Queenstown (West Coast)-

Rev David & Mrs Trudy Sharman 
20 Furneaux Islands-Rev Geoff 

& Mrs Gill Bransgrove 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE 
Bishop Peter Chiswell 
21 Lightning Ridge-Rev Geoff 

& Mrs Catherine Hearne 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON 

Bishop Ron Stone 
22 Winton-Rev Peter & Mrs Jeanette Blundell 
23 Blackwater-Rev Clive 

& Mrs Vivienne Robinson 

DIOCESE OF BATHURST 
Bishop Bruce Wilson 
24 Forbes BCA House-Mr Peter & Mrs Jenny Wilken 
25 Dubbo-Koori ministry-Rev Gloria 

& Mr Eddie Shipp 

DIOCESE OF NORTH QUEENSLAND 
Bishop Clyde Wood 
26 Cairns-St Luke's-Rev Jim & Mrs Lala Leftwich 
27 Normanton-Rev Vic & Mrs Doreen McNamara 

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER MINISTRY 

28 Darwin-Nungalinya College 
-Ms Elizabeth Caldwell 

Darwin-Anglicare-Mr Peter & Mrs Lynne Fisher 
REGIONAL OFFICES 
29 WA Part-time Secretary-Bishop Bernard 

& Mrs Coralie Buckland 
SA Secretary-Rev Owen Thomas, 

Mrs Aila Alderson 
Vic. & Tas. Secretary-Rev Murray Lamont, 
NSW Secretary-Rev Greg Thompson, 

Mr Ric Bollen, Ms Anabel Walters 
Qld. & Northern NSW Secretary-

Rev Les Monaghan, Mrs Dianne Harris, 
Mrs Ruth Blackburn 

BCA NATIONAL OFFICE 
30 Rev Brian Roberts, Mr Jim Gosbee, 

Mr Dennis Outred, Mrs Amutha Gibson, 
Mrs Michele Peacock, Mrs Thelma Doyle 



VO&T & Hails 
FROM SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

A very successful Annual General 
Meeting was held in the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Plympton, on April 19, 
attended by 73 supporters. Guest speaker 
was the Rev Ted Watkins, who gave a 
fascinating survey of the work at Leigh 
Creek and the North East Mission. 

The new Regional Committee was 
elected. Ken Langshaw (chairman), 
Mesdames Aila Alderson, Margaret 
Kidney and Julie Carter, Miss Julie 
Johnson, Canon Ian Barlow, Rev Ian 
Robertson, Messrs John Argall, 
David Griffin and Brian Nankivell. 

Our focus afternoons this year will be 
held at St George's, Magill on September 
27, and St Hilary's Morphett Vale on 
November 11. Both meetings commence 
at 2 pm with guest speakers the Rev 
Perc and Mrs Betty Leske 
Please mark these dates in your diary. 

STAFF MOVEMENTS 
Rev Bob and Mrs Denise Rothwell 

have moved from Kununurra to do a 
locum at Northhampton. 

Mr. Rick Bollen, NSW Assistant 
Secretary, will be leaving BCA in July to 
return to teaching in Sydney. However, 
Ric is continuing to seek ministry directions 
in various capacities. BCA wishes Ric, 
Lorraine, Rhys and Andrew every blessing 
and thanks them for the last 21/2 years. 

Farewell: Ms Margo Bright has 
worked in the Melbourne office for the 

"BEST OF THE B U S H " CONCERT 

with Geoff Bullock 
Wednesday 19 August 

7.30 pm. The Old Mingara Club, 

Ticket sales through Cornerstone Bookshop 
(02) 4365 3848 or BCA Sydney 

"The Real Australian" magazine is a 

If you have contacts in 
medical surgeries, dentist waiting rooms, 

hotels, caravan parks, etc., 
let BCA know to add them to 

our mailing list. 

We can send multiple copies. 
Phone: (02) 9262 5017. 

past 13 years. Margo's commitment to the 
Society and expertise with the computer 
programs has been invaluable, as she has 
helped and supported the staff in the 
national and regional offices with keeping 
the database material up to date and 
relevant. Margo recently graduated with 
a degree in computer programming and 
has taken up a position with the Melbourne 
University. Margo has been involved in 
the collating, design and production of 
the Prayer Fellowship Notes along with 
many of the historical and anecdotal 
books produced over the last years. 
We thank Margo for her dedication to 
this work and pray that this move will 
be smooth and of great blessing to her. 

'Best of the Bush" FAMILY CONCERT 

Colin Buchanan 
s ing ing s o n g s f r o m his ch i ldren 's a l b u m . 

3-5.30pm Sunday June 14 
Newcastle Conservatorium of Music 
Wi th Junior Choi rs f r o m 
t h e N e w c a s t l e G r a m m a r Schoo l 

accompanied on 
the uniquely Australian, 
hand crafted 
Stuart & Sons grand piano, j 

:) $8 
; FREE 

e, 14 Perkins Street, Newcastle Phone: (02) 4929 3160 

C O A C H T R I F T O 

OCTOBER 22 to NOVEMBER 7, 1998 

Join a BCA 'Bush ln City' tour for fun and Christian fellowship. 
The first-hand knowledge will enhance your prayer life and be 

an encouragement to the BCA missioners we visit. 
••• Seventeen Days from Tamworth, visiting Forbes BCA House, 

the Victorian countryside, Devonport in Tasmania, Cradle Mountain, 
Queenstown, Gordon River Cruise, Mt Field National Park, Hobart, 
Port Arthur, Cadbury's factory, Salamanca, Richmond, St Helen's, Launceston 
and the Fumeaux Islands. 

••• For travel advice and assistance in getting to Tamworth—talk to us. 
••• Price of $2045 (Pensioners $1995) includes twin share motel accommodation 

and most meals (optional additional $220 to take the air flight over and 
ground tour with the Bransgroves on the Furneaux Islands). 

Phone: (07) 3349 9081 for brochure and to book 
or write to BCA, PO Box 6565, Upper Mt Gravatt, Qld. 4122. 

BCA supports missioners in areas shown in bold, wmm 



Blokes and Blow-ins for Easter 

Rev Peter and 
Mrs Jeanette Blundell 

—Winton. 

Ppople were gathering on a hot Friday 
afternoon at the Corfield pub. Well it's 

an old hall really, which has had the liquor 
licence since the pub burnt down. We said 
church was at 5 pm but at twenty past we 
were just thinking about making a start. 

Just then about eight young Main Roads 
workers who have been sealing the 
Winton-Hughenden road walked in. By 
the looks on their faces they were quite 
clearly not church going men. 

The communion table was already set 
up in one comer complete with a large 
glass fruit bowl for a font on one side. 
There was to be a baptism of a child who 
would have been baptised at Christmas, 
except six inches of rain at Corfield meant 
we didn't have a Christmas service. 

By now there was a nice breeze, so we 
decided to shift outside where it was cool-
er for us and, no doubt more comfortable 
for the road workers. We did say to them 
as we moved outside, "We are only going 
outside on the condition you spend your 

money to keep this place going". It's the 
only indoor venue we have for church at 
Corfield and it's the only business still 
going in this little whistle stop. I guess we 
have a mutual dependence. 

So at least there are a few blokes on the 
road gang who now know that God is 
important to most people in Corfield. We 
had 27 at church that evening. 

A week later our Good Friday service at 
Winton made the Queensland edition of 
the ABC News. We have just had "Easter 
in the Outback", which for Winton the 
main purpose was to open the new 
Waltzing Matilda Centre. 

I guess the ABC was acknowledging 
that underneath the commercialism it 
was still a holy day. We didn't tell the ABC 
cameraman that 17 of the 29 at church 
that morning were tourists. It was just as 
well that they were there, because part of 
"My song is love unknown" went to air 
(and sounded very nice). 

We also had about 45 visitors in church 
on Easter Day. When one thinks of BCA 
parishes one is not likely to immediately 
think of tourist destinations. Coober Pedy 
has been in that category for a long time 
and now Winton is becoming that way. 

It is wonderful that the Easter message 
can bring so many different people 
together which is a great encouragement 
to those who normally worship in small 
numbers. It is also a witness to the 
community that God and his Easter love 
are important. 
PETER BLUNDELL— Win ton 

he Kids' 
I float in the 

Menindee 
Christmas 
pageant won 

first prize even though the hot, strong wind spelt 
the end of the banner. Organised byAilsa Jackson, 
it was the first of the Christmas activities. 

Carols, candles, a nativity scene, the Christmas 
story and Christmas cake ensured a great evening 
for the many more than the expected few who 

mere were noi enougn Kjonsimas leaTieis w 

A sausage sizzle and more music concluded a 
very encouraging evening for us. It was so 
successful, Parish Council is considering more 
outdoor outreaches in Wilcannia. 

outh Pacific sounds drifted out through the 
%J windows of Holy Trinity Menindee, when 30 
Tongan Christian grapepickers joined us for the 
first service of the year. 

Hundreds of hectares of grapes and fruit trees 
are under cultivation around Menindee, made pos-
sible by the Menindee Lakes Water Conservation 
scheme, and during the fruit picking season, the 
town almost doubles in size with itinerant workers. 

It has been many years since a Harvest Festival 

was held and Finla, a local man and his sons 
played guitars and sang. Local folk donated 
fruit, vegetables and groceries which were 
much appreciated by BCA House, Allison 
House Children's Hostel and two Broken Hill 
nursing homes. 

id's Club children love getting their "Hop 
into Kid's Club Menindee" T-shirts for 

attending four times in the year. We held a 
very successful 
holiday program 

Captain Jack 
Starmans. We finished it with a bang of fireworks 
after the Friday Family Night. 

ednesday mornings at Menindee are a great 
¥ ¥ time of fellowship at Coffee 'n Craft. There's 
a lot of talking, laughing, sharing of experiences 
and a time of devotion and prayer as we all make 
garments and rugs for Tanzania, distributed by the 
CMS Mission Aid Group. 
BRIAN AND BEVERLEY BELL-MenindeeMkannia 



Australia Day 1998. After 3 days of 
relentless rain, the Katherine River rose 
an incredible 21 metres above its dry 
season level and finally burst its banks, 
sending a deluge offloodwaters through 
the town of Katherine. At the time, resi-
dents were enjoying a relaxing long 
weekend and were largely unaware of 
the extent of the disaster to come. Even 
as the waters rose, there was still a belief 
that only the low-lying areas would be 
affected. However, within hours it 
became obvious that this was not the 
case and soon residents had to be evacu-
ated by boat as the waters rose to a level 
well over the roofs of their cars. 

While the rising river was carefully 
monitored, nobody predicted the devas-
tation to come and therefore the town, 
and indeed, those who chose to respond, 
were ill-prepared for the aftermath of 
such a disaster. Emergency workers and 
volunteers, including Anglicare staff and 
volunteers, transported in to Katherine 
to assist, were overwhelmed by the task 
ahead of them. 

Peter Fisher, Director of Anglicare Top 
End, who was struck by the extremes 
experienced travelling from the normality 
of life in Darwin down to the absolute 
devastation throughout the town of 
Katherine writes... 

The Man at Adelaide River Mowed His Lawn Today! 
The drive from Darwin to Katherine 

was uneventful. The daily routine of 
Darwin was as usual and the drive down 
the Stuart Highway pleasant. Recent rains 
had washed everything clean, road signs 
were bright and sparkling and vegetation 
lush. A man at Adelaide River was out 
mowing his lawn as he regularly did and 
I'm sure he was pleased with the results 
as it highlighted his home-a home in a 
community untouched by flood waters. 

It was easy to be lulled into a sense of 
peace, tranquillity and a belief that the 

rest of the world, or at least the nearby 
world, was the same. This was far from 
the case and as I approached Katherine, 
sections of washed out road and detours 
dragged me away from the music on the 
car radio and into the reality of a disaster. 

As I drove into Katherine, it looked like 
the scene from a movie. The traffic lights 
weren't working, there was no electiricty 
and army vehicles blocked the street as 
they battled against time to get rid of the 
rotten food from shops. A curtain of dead 
grass hung on fences, other fences had 

fallen over. Caravans lay on their sides 
and were in odd positions, obviously 
swept there by the torrent of water. The 
used car lots looked somewhat normal 
except for a film of dried mud that covered 
even the car roofs. Other cars had 
smashed windscreens and dented roofs 
from the boats and outboard motors used 
when the floodwaters peaked. 

As I negotiated the drive into the boggy 
carpark of St Paul's Anglican Church, I 
was met by a team of exhausted, muddy, 
smelly, yet committed Anglicare staff and 
volunteers—all decked with lovely pink 
gloves! These were the experts who came 
to Katherine with willing hearts and only 
a vague 'plan of attack' and quickly 
learned that flexibility was the key to 
effectively responding to the needs of the 
local community. They had learned many 
'tricks of the trade' with regard to protect-
ing themselves from the very real health 
risks they were exposed to...hence the 
pink gloves...an absolute 'must' as I soon 
discovered when I went to pick up a 
broom to start helping and was ordered to 
"Put on some gloves!" 

Some say a flood is one of the worst 
types of disaster because of the mess that 
is left and the remainder of possessions 
that are generally impossible to hold or 
keep because of the mud. If the problem 
was just mud, that would be a little more 
palatable. However, some knew it was 
time to leave their home when their toi-
lets backed up and overflowed into their 

homes. The mud everywhere contains 
raw sewage, rotting food and animal car-
casses and the smell is something that 
will never be forgotten. 

As the base camp was established, the 
team moved out into the community. The 
general feeling of those directly affected 
by the floods was shock and dismay. 
Many wandered around their homes com-
pletely overwhelmed by the devastation. 

I walked into one house where a young 
man sat in his driveway with his head in 
his hands, surrounded by everything he 
owned, destroyed by mud and water. His 
pregnant wife was in Darwin and had 
asked him to pay special attention to the 
baby clothes they had been given and to 
try to salvage them. He didn't have the 
heart to tell her that this was impossible. 

As we helped him begin to clean, dry 
and save what photos could be saved and 
start to write up an inventory list for insur-
ance, he shared with us about his and his 
wife's experience during the flood. They 
had finally decided to leave their house 
when the water was about a metre deep 
and they could no longer stand up against 
the current. They left by boat. They had 
moved all their possessions to higher 
positions...to little avail. 

He showed us the highest cupboard in 
his mud-covered, smelly house. The 
water had peaked just below the top 
shelf-about half a metre below the ceil-
ing. The cupboard contained only empty 
cardboard boxes, stored there in case they 
decided to move sometime in the future... 

Meanwhile, not far away but in a far 
different world, the man at Adelaide River 
mowed his lawn. 

Sandbags did little to curb the torrent of water. 
PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF NT. NEWS SERVICE LTD. 



Ministry Under Construction 
Initial Impressions ofHedland 

Two things strike 
you when you first 

arrive in South 
Hedland. One is the 

barrenness of the physical environment. 
The flatness and drabness of the country-
side is anything but beautiful. It is in one 
word 'harsh'. But secondly the only thing 
to really rise above this flat horizon is a 
man made structure: the Hot Brickett fac-
tory. Under construction the HBI plant 
looms over the town of South Hedland as 
if staring providentially over the town. 
And it has been providential. It has seen 
the influx of some 2500-3000 people to 
the area most of whom inhabit the 
sprawling town of South Hedland. 

Socially the town is a mixing pot of dis-
tinct groups of people. There are those 
Aborigines who are still reasonably tran-
sient and those who have a more settled 
existence in town. There are about 2000 
single men who work long shifts and live 
in mass accommodation. For all intents 
and purposes they are the invisible 
dwellers in the community; under incred-
ible stress which occasionally shows itself 
in their consumption of alcohol and illicit 
drugs. There are the lonely dissatisfied 
mothers who struggle to bring up children 
in a place they don't want to be. This puts 
a lot of pressure on the provision of chil-
dren's services. There is also a growing 

strict Islamic population from Indonesia. 
Then there are those who have come to 
Hedland to run a small business. They 
have had the world promised to them only 
to find themselves trapped working day-
in day-out with no time off. Then lastly 
there are the 'locals'; the long term resi-
dents who by and large do not live in 
South Hedland but in Port. They are the 
ones who staff the local Councils and try 
to make Hedland a viable and attractive 
community. Although externally the com-
munity seems to function, these distinct 
groups really keep to themselves. 

The inhabitants of the town are over-
whelmingly materialistic and the ethic of 
the majority is generally one of work, 
work, and make money; lots of money. 
On the way to making money they put up 
with the place. In fact South Hedland is 
the place the residents love to hate and 
'home' is elsewhere. 

Under these conditions the ministry of 
the Anglican church in South Hedland has 
dwindled. There are few people who go to 
church and there are few contact points 
that the church is making with the greater 
community. We have come to the realisa-
tion that like the HBI plant, the ministry in 
South Hedland is also under construction. 
The difference is that the HBI plant has an 
over supply of workers to get it off the 
ground where that is not the case with us. 

The HBI plant under construction looms over the sprawling town of South Hedland. 

However, each of those distinct groups I 
have mentioned have needs and each 
group is a mission field in its own right. 
Most have no understanding of the gospel 
and have great needs that ultimately can 
only be met by a relationship with our 
Saviour. 

So we could hang a sign above our 
door 'ministry under construction' but 
what will ministry look like in the future? 
Well, ultimately that is in God's hands but 
I guess the shape of ministry that we see 
developing is one where: 
1 We hope to run a children's mission in 

the mid year holidays with the help of a 
team of young people from Sydney. 
This hopefully will be the catalyst to 
start a weekly children's club and/or 
Sunday School. 

2 We want to establish Religious 
Instruction in the primary schools of 
South Hedland. At the moment there 
are 1500 kids in primary schools in 
South Hedland and yet religious 
instruction is taught in none of 

the schools. 
3 We need to see how we can contact 

Christians in the single men's accom-
modation and develop an evangelistic 
ministry to their work mates. 

4 We need to run a church service or 
home group that is accessible to non 
believers and new 'unchurched' Christians. 

5 We develop a grass roots endeavour to 
meet people in their need. Running 
seminars in the larger community on 
social issues such as handling stress 
and building stronger marriages 
may do this. These and many other 
issues need to be addressed in the 
community and can provide a bridge to 
the church community. 
All of this of course is a matter for 

prayer for, if there is to be any growth in 
the Kingdom of God, it must be within His 
time frame. As the apostle Paul says in 
1 Cor 3:7, it is God who causes the growth 
of His Church. 

MALCOLM REID—South Hedland 



A place in my heart. 
"Toilet paper?" 
"Have I got a new nickname or was that 

a request for one of the necessities of 
life?" As I raise my eyes from my work 
towards the laconic voice at the door, 
I decide the latter is the case and duly 
reach to the bottom drawer of the filing 
cabinet to procure "a thousand tickets to 
the trots". I might resent the intrusion into 
my busy-ness except that these people 
seem to have etched a place for them-
selves in my heart. 

They come from all over the Top End 
for medical treatment of almost infinite 
variety. But there is more than physical 
pain. There is the anxiety and weariness 
of those who spend their days bedside. 
You can see it in their eyes and gait as they 
emerge from the hospital bus and at the 
end of the day. "Jesus, is this the compassion 
you feel as you witness people in pain?" 

And then there are those who just need 
a break. Life can be tough in the commu-

nities. Oppression comes from many 
angles. Being Christian and surrounded 
by tangible evil can be wearing. Even 
those who have the fortitude to grapple 
with family deterioration, alcoholism, 
violence and the encroachment of a 
changing world sometimes fall prey to 
despondency. A rest in green pastures and 
a stroll beside still waters is essential if 
the soul is to be restored. 

So Ebirra provides accommodation; but 
not just accommodation. Ebirra provides 
some respite, a place to recuperate, and 
people who will offer support. Yet even 
here the pressure will not entirely abate. 
"Lord, how am I supposed to love the 
bloke who smashed the office door, 
showering my staff with glass as they ran 
for cover and subjecting hurting residents 
to yet another bout of fear and distress? 

MAL SERCOMBE 

—Ebirra, Anglicare NT, Darwin 

PHONE ORDERS 
Please have your credit card details handy 

NSW: Ph (02) 9262 5017 * Fax (02) 9262 5020 
VIC: Ph (03) 9654 8022 * Fax (03) 9654 8962 
SA: Ph (08) 8388 2346 * Fax (08) 8388 2346 
QLP: Ph (07) 3349 9081 * Fax (07) 3849 7927 
WA: Ph (08) 9527 6090 

Please make sure you include your name, 
postal address and phone number 

if ordering by fax or e-mail*. 
See page 1 (Directory) for e-mail addresses. 

• • • H S S ^ U A & D S S S a i i ^ H i 
Pannawonica Kids hear about Jesus' love in the school holidays. 

YES! VU help support ministry beyond the city 
REV/MR/MRS/MISS/MS (Initials) (Surname) 

ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE 

*> My Gift is enclosed for $ 
Please debit my BANKCARD 

1 1 I I 1 1 1 
NAME OF CARDHOLDER 

EXPIRY DATE 

POSTCODE 

PARISH (if applicable) 

MASTERCARD 

1 1 1 1 1 i 

SIGNATURE 

• *l* I would like to donate regularly using my credit card. 
Please debit my card MONTHLY QUARTERLY HALF YEARLY 

••• Tick Box if receipt is required Outback ministry 
HOStel (Tax Deductible) 

VISACARD 

1 1 1 

for $ 

• Please send me the prayer notes 
v9 Please send me information of BCA events 
•I* Please send me a money box for my donations 

Please send me information on how I can continue supporting BCA after I am gone. 
R E A L A U S T R A L I A N • W I N T E R 1 9 9 8 



BCA 02/03 
Summer Garden Relish 
-A gourmet accompani-
ment to cold cuts-from 
Hill Farm in Tasmania. 

BCA 04/05 
Tasmanian 

Leatherwood Honey 
-renowned for its 

piquant aroma and 
lingering favour 

BCA 06/07/08/09 
Tea Tree Oil 
Products 
-natural antiseptic 
treatment for life's 
ailments from the 
pristine Kimberley 
wilderness. 

BCA 10/11/12/13/ 
14/15/16 
'Designs on Ewe' 
superfine merino 
wool and wool 
blend ties and 
scarves. From 
South Australia. 
Truly Australian in 
classic colours or, 
for a bit of fun, 
with a hand 
embroidered 
Redback spider! 

Photoframe Greeting 
Cards with envelopes-Send a photo, frame 
it with a fun border and write a note-all in one1 

Box of 12 cards and envelopes comprising 
4 designs suitable for different occasions. 

Fill in 
order form, cut 
off along dotted 

line and mail 
in envelope , 
provided. -

NEW SERIES 
'REAL AUSTRALIA' GREETING CARDS 

-information on inside front cover of this magazine. 

BCA 22 
Natural wood Bush Pencils 

BCA m 
"For a Better Future?" Video 
explores indigenous ministries. 

BCA 24/25 
The evocative sounds 

of Gary Shearston 's 
"Aussie Blue" 

CDs and cassettes 

BCA 27/28 
Souvenir 
Tea Towels 
-The unique 
aspects of Cook 
to remember are 
depicted in this 
bright addition 
to your kitchen. 

O R D E R F O R M 

From Tasmania—'HILL FARM' 
Summer Garden Relish 110g 
Summer Garden Relish 250g 

TASMANIAN HONEY 
Leatherwood Honey 350g 
Leatherwood Honey 750g 

ORD RIVER TEA TREE OIL PRODUCTS 
Antiseptic Skin & Face Wash 250ml 
Body Lotion 250ml 
Face & Hand Cream 125ml 
Conditioner 250ml 

From South Australia—'DESIGNS ON EWE' Woollen 
Navy blue superfine Merino wool tie Gift boxed BCA 10 
Lindsay tartan tie Gift boxed BCA 11 
Lindsay tartan bow tie BCA 12 
McPhersontie Gift boxed BCA 13 
French Navy/White scarf 20cm x 150cm BCA 14 
Poly /Wool blend ties with Redback spider- ~ red BCA 15 

bottle green BCA 16 

Quantity 

BCA 02 
BCA 03 

BCA 04 
BCA 05 

BCA 06 
BCA 07 
BCA 08 
BCA 09 

$3 50 
$5 40 

$4.50 
$7 50 

$9 50 
$8 55 
$7.75 
$8 45 

Products 
$34.00 
$40.00 
$26.00 
$40 00 
$34 00 
$35 50 
$35.50 

For postage, packing and handling, please add only to the above—per order 
PHOTO FRAME GREETING CARDS 
12 Frame cards with envelopes Boxed BCA 17 
NEW SERIES 'REAL AUSTRALIA' GREETING CARDS 

$25.00* 

Single pack of 5 Landscapes with envelopes 
Additional packs (add to first single pack above) 

—Landscapes 
Single pack of 5 Flowers & Fruit with envelopes 
Additional packs (add to first single pack above) 

—Flowers & Fruit 

BCA18 pack $8.00* I 

BCA 19 
BCA 20 

pack $7 00* 
pack $8 00* 1 

BCA Natural wood BUSH PENCILS 
1998 DESKTOP CALENDAR WITH POSTCARDS 
EVOCATIVE SOUNDS OF "AUSSIE BLUE" music 

cassettes 
CDs 

"FOR A BETTER FUTURE?" VIDEO Donation 
SOUVENIR TEA TOWELS Cook 
Additional Tea Towels (add to first above) Cook 

Broome 
Additional Tea Towels (add to first above) Broome 

BCA 21 pack $7 00* 

$200* BCA 22 
BCA 23 $7 50* 

* Price includes postage, packing and handling. 

BCA 24 
BCA 25 
BCA 26 
BCA 27 
BCA 28 
BCA 29 
BCA 30 

TOTAL OF ORDER = $ 

$18.50* 
$23 50* 

$20 00* 

$10 00* 
$8 00* 

$10.00* 
$8.00* 

$ TOTAL 

$7.00 

My cheque/money order is attached for 

Please debit my 

Name on credit card 

Bankcard Mastercard Visacard for $ 

Expires on 

Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. Product available only while stocks last. 

PLEASE FILL IN THE ORDER tfORM, CUT OFF AT DOTTED LINE AND MAIL IN THE REPLY ENVELOPE PROVIDED 


